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What is literacy?

- Ability to read and write
- Make meaning out of written language
- Part of the curriculum

“Literacy is the ability to identify, understand, interpret, create, communicate and compute, using printed and 

written materials associated with varying contexts.” - UNESCO



Reading and Spelling

Reading - making meaning from print
● Identifying words
● Constructing an understanding of them
● Making meaning from words

Spelling - applying knowledge of letter-sound 
awareness 

● Using symbols to communicate thoughts and 
ideas



Why is literacy important?

● For learning and communicating

● To participate meaningfully in society

● Children can use and modify their 

language for different purposes in a 

range of contexts

● For education

● To successfully participate and navigate 

in modern society



Typical development and acquisition of literacy skills

Chall’s stages of Reading Development (Chall, 1983)

Stages Approximate age and grade

Stage 0: Pre - reading 6 months to 6 years (Preschool)

Stage 1: Initial reading and decoding (learning 
to read) 

6 to 7 years old (1st grade to early 2nd)

Stage 2: Confirmation and fluency 7 to 8 years old (2nd and 3rd grade)

Stage 3: Reading to learn 9 to 13 years old (4th to 8th grade) 



Children who might be at risk 

● Diagnosed with language and speech disorders

● Physical or medical conditions

● Developmental disorders 

● From families of low socio-economic status

● Family history of learning disabilities

● Limited early language and literacy exposure

● English is not a student’s first language or the 

primary language spoken at home



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjF6rx-6KRY




Stage 0 - 6 months to 6 years old 

● Difficulties knowing the correct way to hold and handle a book

● Identifying the title of the book 

● Recognising half the letters of the alphabets

● May not start to recognize their name in print and other often-seen words

● May not start noticing rhyming words 

Literacy difficulties children might encounter



Stage 1 - 6 to 7 years old 

● Difficulties matching the letters to their corresponding sounds

● Match words they hear to words they see on the page 

● Sounding out simple, one syllable words

● May not recognise some high frequency words through 

reading on texts

Literacy difficulties children might encounter



Stage 2 - 7 to 8 years

● Difficulties reading simple, familiar story fluently due to difficulties in basic literacy 

skills

● Difficulties with spelling

● May not read as fluent and quick as their peers

● May not be able to connect what they read to personal experiences or world events

Literacy difficulties children might encounter



Stage 3 - 9 to 13 years old

● May find it difficult to learn through reading 

● May have difficulties reading words with more than 1 

syllable

● May have difficulties comparing and contrasting 

different texts

● Understand similes, metaphors and other descriptive 

devices

Literacy difficulties children might encounter



The 5 elements of Effective Reading 

1. Phonemic Awareness

2. Phonics

3. Fluency

4. Vocabulary

5. Comprehension

How to promote literacy skills

How to promote literacy skills in children?



● the ability to hear the sounds in spoken words and 

understand that words are made up of sequences 

of sounds.

● E.g.: hearing and saying that the word cat has three 

sounds - /k/ /a/ /t/ is an example of phonemic 

awareness skill

What is phonemic awareness?



● Isolating phonemes - identifying sounds at the beginning, 

middle and end of word

● Blending onset-rimes - combining leading consonant(s) in 

a syllable, and the vowel(s) following consonants, e.g. /s/ -

/and/ → sand

● Blending sounds 

● Deleting sounds

● Adding sounds 

How can we help children develop phonemic awareness?



● The ability to identify each sound of a 

written word

● A set of rules that specify the relationship 

between letters in the spelling of words and 

the sounds of spoken language

What is phonics?



● Sound out words by matching sounds to letters

● Blending the sounds to form words

● E.g. /k/ and letter c, /k - a - t/ → ‘cat’

How can we help children develop phonics skills?



● the ability to read quickly and naturally with 

accuracy and expression

● recognizing the words in a text rapidly and 

accurately 

● using phrasing and emphasis in a way that makes 

what is read sound like spoken language

What is fluency?



Two strategies that have shown evidence of 

improving fluency...

1. Repeated reading - asking children to read and 

reread a passage or story

2. Guided repeated oral reading - children are 

provided with direct support to the strategies for 

fluent reading

How can we help children develop reading fluency?



● words we need to know to communicate with others

What is vocabulary?

4 types of vocabulary

Listening: words we understand when 
others talk to us

Speaking: words we use when we talk 
to others 

Reading: words we know when we see 
them in print (sight words and words 
we can decode) 

Writing: words we use when we write 



● Teach vocabulary directly

● Teach vocabulary indirectly by teaching word-learning strategies

● Repeatedly expose children to new vocabulary

● Choose words that are encountered in a variety of texts 

● Give a child-friendly explanation or definition of the word

How can we help children expand their vocabulary?



● Constructing meaning that is reasonable and 

accurate by connecting what has been read to 

what the reader already knows

● Thinking about the the information until the 

passage or the story is understood

What is comprehension?



● Using prior knowledge 
○ Small group discussions 

● Generating questions
○ How would you describe 

____________ in your own words?

○ What does ______________ mean?

○ Why is ______________ important?

○ Why did ____________?

○ How did ____________?

How can we help children increase their comprehension of texts?









Short Quiz 

https://www.menti.com/ujq274xawb



Any questions?


